There are prejudices that feminist theology is a narrow and,
in fact, unscientific field. This is why it was important to
show the breadth and depth of subjects that women scientists
deal with in theological and religious research. Every prob-
lem has unrecognized aspects until the eyes of women
catch them. Then, suddenly the subject expands and
sometimes — perhaps often — calls into question
the field and the way in which research has been
conducted in the past almost like by autom-
atism. This may be uncomfortable, but it is
often rewarding for the wider scientific field.
By reading carefully, hopefully, this is what
the readers of this volume will find — that
their views have been challenged but also
invigorated in an unexpected way.
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Foreword

This book is dedicated to the 15" anniversary of the Croa-
tian section of the European Society of Women in Theological
Research (ESWTR-CS) and it has been the result of the interna-
tional academic conference held in Zagreb, 20" to 22" Septem-
ber, 2024 entitled Feminist Theology: Thought and Practice in
Central and Eastern European Contexts. It has been organized
in recognition of the women scholars who have been part of us,
with us, and around us in the past decade and a half to raise
awareness and who have researched the issues women face in
the Balkans.

Yes, indeed, feminism (which is not surprising) and feminist
theology can both be found in this region, the (almost) first
fruits of feminist theology this book seeks to show. Not every
female researcher and theologian of standing in the region was
present with us at the conference of course. First of all, the re-
sources, as always, were limited, although we had great support
from the Ecumenical Initiative of Women from Omis (EWI),
which accompanies women believers in the region in their ef-
forts for dialogue and peace. EWI has not only sponsored our
gathering to a major extent, but has contributed to the creation
of this volume.

Emphasis on women is not always welcome in the academic
field and theology is no exception. Dealing with women’s issues
is still largely unacceptable and for various reasons for the insti-
tutions where theologians work. There are prejudices that femi-
nist theology is a narrow and, in fact, unscientific field. This is
why it was important to show the breadth and depth of subjects
that women scientists deal with in theological and religious re-
search. Every problem has unrecognized aspects until the eyes
of women catch them. Then, suddenly the subject expands and
sometimes — perhaps often — calls into question the field and
the way in which research has been conducted in the past al-
most like by automatism. This may be uncomfortable, but it is
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often rewarding for the wider scientific field. By reading care-
fully, hopefully, this is what the readers of this volume will find
— that their views have been challenged but also invigorated in
an unexpected way.

Renowned Croatian feminist and postcolonial scholar, Bilja-
na Kasic, raises questions of women’s responsibility and reac-
tion to current, comprehensive global crises. Ana Marija Raffai,
a peace worker and educator, presents peace-making and faith
through the life of Dorothee Solle, a German theologian and
feminist, who asked even for a review of the traditional (me-
dieval) image of God. Gordana Barudzija probes the necessity
of interdisciplinarity, and even transdisciplinarity, in scientific
research and establishes that feminist theology has already
naturally used this methodology and was called out for it. How-
ever, it seems that the way forward in the global issues of sus-
tainability of life, this seems like the only way forward. Biblical
scholar Bruna Velcic¢ offers excellent exegetical work question-
ing aspects of the traditional reading of Ephesians 5:21-33 as a
nuptial image pushing hierarchy in marriage, which she shows
is not the case. Angelika Walser investigates the issue of sur-
rogacy and how different strands in feminism view the problem
this causes and proposes a way for the Church to deal with these
issues. These are topics we might not have expected to see this
collection of papers.

What is expected of a book like this are discussions on the
position of women, and the reader is not left empty-handed here
either. The most distinguished Croatian religious catechist, Ana
Thea Filipovié¢, examines the role of women deaconesses in the
Roman Catholic Church in the current synodal movements.
Aneta Jovkovska, a young researcher from Skopje, pursues femi-
nine and feminist ideas in Eastern Orthodoxy, while Alexandra
Michalska from Poland focuses her research on the character of
unofficial theological »experts«, prophetesses and interpreters
of the faith in Orthodoxy, such as Venerable Stoyna and Baba
Vanga. Monica Ruset Oanca from Romania creates the attitude
of gratitude towards God as a locus for Orthodox women be-
lievers to push their marginalized status in the church. Elma
Softic-Kaunitz from Sarajevo presents here her research on the
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»lost« Jewish women and their forgotten but important roles
in the progress of Bosnia and Herzegovina through decades of
political and economic trials.

However, what is most expected from such a celebratory vol-
ume is the historical framework for this and similar research.
Elzbieta Adamiak, the current president of the umbrella or-
ganisation, the European Society of Women in Theological Re-
search (ESWTR) and a professor in Germany, explores the ups
and downs as the society established sister societies in Eastern
Europe. Her work is complemented by two responses: that of
Irmtraud Fisher, along-time and constant friend of the Croatian
section of ESWTR, and Irena Sever Globan, the current vice-
president of the Croatian section of ESWTR. While Fischer
adds another past perspective on the early years of ESWTR
and the importance of the development of society in Eastern
Europe, Sever Globan looks to the future, in accordance with
her calling as a communicologist, to the possibility of women’s
voices being heard more clearly in alternative, open media. Will
women benefit or be negatively affected by the violence that so-
cial media can make even easier and more systematic? Finally,
Ksenija Magda, the current president of the Croatian ESWTR
probes why organisations like ESWTR should be still important
and necessary. She recalls her story of a marginal(ized) female
theologian in the Balkans, featuring the enduring issues women
face which are only properly recognized and problematized by
organisations like ours.

A celebratory book like this would be incomplete without the
detailed 15 years of the initial history of the Croatian ESWTR.
It was prepared by the first president, initiator, and founder of
ESWTR-CS, probably best-known Croatian female theologian
in the country and abroad, Jadranka Rebeka Anic. Her short
research impresses with details of what it means to start such
an organization, where almost no one thinks it is needed — men
and women alike.

At first, we planned to print the history as a separate pam-
phlet, but in the end, we decided that it is far better kept it in the
context provided by other works. Therefore, this volume begins
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with the history of the Croatian section of ESWTR, and then
moves on to the papers as they were presented at the conference.

We hope it will be an interesting read. In everything, we are
grateful to God for the first 15 years of ESWTR-CS and we com-
mend ourselves to his grace and wisdom.

Zagreb, June 2025

The editors
Katica Knezovi¢, Ksenija Magda,
Irena Sever Globan, Bruna Vel¢i¢
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Predgovor

Ova je knjiga posvecena 15. godisnjici hrvatske sekcije Eu-
ropskoga drustva Zena u teoloskom istrazivanju (The European
Society of Women in Theological Research — Croatian Section —
ESWTR-CS) i nastala je kao rezultat Medunarodne znanstvene
konferencije odrzane u Zagrebu, od 20. do 22. rujna 2024. pod
naslovom »Feministicka teologija — misao i praksa u konteksti-
ma Srednje i Istocne Europe«. Konferencija je organizirana kao
priznanje znanstvenicama koje su bile dio nas, s nama i oko nas
u proteklom desetljec¢u i pol.

Ovime osvjestavamo i preispitujemo problematiku Zena na
Balkanu. Da, doista se u ovoj regiji mogu naci feminizam (sto
i ne ¢udi) i feministicka teologija, ¢ije prve plodove ova knjiga
nastoji pokazati. Nije svaka Zena istrazivacica i teologinja bila
prisutna s nama na konferenciji — to je jasno. Kao prvo, sredstva
su za ono $to bismo zeljele — kao i uvijek — vrlo ogranicena, iako
smo imale veliku podrsku Ekumenske inicijative Zena iz Omisa
(EIZ), koja prati vjernice u regiji u njihovim naporima za dijalog
i mir. Medutim, naglasak na Zenskome i nije uvijek akademsko
polje kakvo Zene u teoloskom istrazivanju sebi zele. Jos uvijek je
bavljenje pitanjima zena mahom neprihvac¢eno u institucijama
u kojima teologinje rade. Postoje predrasude da je to usko polje
i zapravo neznanstveno. Zato je i bilo vazno pokazati Sirinu i
dubinu tema kojima se bave znanstvenice u teoloskom istra-
zivanju. Svaki problem ima neprepoznate aspekte, sve dok ga
ne ugleda Zensko oko. Tada se predmet istrazivanja automatski
povecava i ponekad — mozda i Cesto — dovodi u pitanje to pod-
rucje i nacin na koji su se istrazivanja u njemu ranije provodila.
Citajudi pazljivo, nadamo se, ¢itatelj moze pronadi zanimljive
priloge i otvoriti se nekim novim obzorima.

Renomirana hrvatska feministica i postkolonijalna znan-
stvenica Biljana Kasi¢ postavlja pitanja Zenske odgovornosti i
reakcija o aktualnim, sveobuhvatnim krizama u svijetu danas.
Ana Marija Raffai, mirovna radnica i edukatorica, prezentira
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mirotvorstvo kroz zivot Dorothee Solle, njemacke teologinje
i feministice, kakav zapravo zahtijeva ponovno vrednovanje
tradicionalne (srednjevjekovne) slike o Bogu. Gordana Ba-
rudZija propituje nuznost interdisciplinarnosti, pa ¢ak i tran-
sdisciplinarnosti, u znanstvenom istrazivanju i utvrduje da je
feministicka teologija ve¢ preuzela tu metodologiju i koristi je
u suocavanju sa svijetom. Biblicarka Bruna Velcic¢ nudi izvrstan
egzegetski rad propitujuci aspekte tradicionalnog citanja Efeza-
nima 5,21-33. To su teme koje bismo mozda manje ocekivali u
ovakvom zborniku.

Ono $to se ocekuje od ovakve knjige jest promisljanje o po-
loZaju zena i tu Ccitatelj ne ostaje praznih ruku. Najzasluznija
vjerska katehetkinja Ana Thea Filipovic¢ propituje ulogu Zena
dakonica u Rimokatolickoj crkvi u aktualnim sinodalnim kre-
tanjima. Aneta Jovkovska, istrazivacica iz Sjeverne Makedonije
traga za zenskim i feministickim idejama u isto¢nom pravo-
slavlju, dok Alexandra Michalska iz Poljske svoje istrazivanje
usmjerava na karakter nesluzbenih teoloskih stru¢njakinja, pro-
rocica i tumaca vjere u pravoslavlju, poput Prepodobne Stoyne i
Babe Vange. Monica Ruset Oanca iz Rumunjske istrazuje kako
Zene u suvremenom svijetu ponovno otkrivaju i prilagodavaju
religijske rituale za adresiranje klju¢nih problema, poput kli-
matskih promjena i siromastva. Elma Softi¢-Kaunitz iz Bosne
i Hercegovine prezentira ovdje svoje istrazivanje o Zidovkama i
njihovim zaboravljenim, ali vaznim, ulogama za napredak Bo-
sne i Hercegovine u desetlje¢ima iskusenja.

Medutim, najvise se od ovakvoga slavljenickoga sveska oce-
kuje povijesni okvir za ova i ovakva istrazivanja. Elzbieta Ada-
miak, trenutna predsjednica ESWTR-a i profesorica u Njemac-
koj istrazuje uspone i padove dok je drustvo osnivalo sestrinska
drustva na podrucju Istocne Europe. Njezin je rad nadograden
dvama odgovorima: onim Irmtraud Fisher, dugogodisnje i stal-
ne prijateljice hrvatske sekcije ESWTR-a, i Irene Sever Globan,
trenutne dopredsjednice hrvatske sekcije. Dok Fischer dodaje
jo$ jednu proslu perspektivu na pocetne godine ESWTR-a i vaz-
nost razvoja drustva u isto¢noj Europi, Sever Globan gleda u bu-
ducnost, sukladno svojemu zvanju komunikologinje, na moguc¢-
nosti da se jasnije ¢uju glasovi zena u alternativnim otvorenim
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medijima i pita hoce li Zene profitirati ili ¢e na njih negativno
utjecati nasilje koje drustveni mediji mogu ¢initi jos laksim i
sustavnijim. Naposljetku, Ksenija Magda, trenutna predsjedni-
ca hrvatske sekcije postavlja pitanje zasto bi organizacije poput
ESWTR-a i danas bile vazne i potrebne. Pricajuci svoju pricu
jedne marginalne teologinje na Balkanu, istice trajnu vaznost
bavljenja pitanjima Zena koje mogu provoditi samo organizacije
poput nase.

Naravno, ova knjiga ne bi bila potpuna bez iscrpne povijesti
hrvatske sekcije ESWTR-a, koju je priredila njezina inicijatorica,
utemeljiteljica i prva predsjednica, nasa vjerojatno najpoznatija
teologinja u zemlji i svijetu, Jadranka Rebeka Anic. Ova kratka
studija impresionira pojedinostima o tome $to znaci pokrenuti
ovakvu organizaciju, posebno ondje gdje gotovo nitko ne smatra
da je takva potrebna. U pocetku smo mislile da je tu povijest
potrebno tiskati kao zaseban dokument, ali smo na kraju odlu-
cile da je bolje drzati je u kontekstu koji daju drugi radovi. Zato
knjiga otpocinje ovom povijes¢u hrvatske sekcije ESWTR-a, a
zatim prelazi na radove redoslijedom kojim su izneseni na kon-
ferenciji.

U svemu ovome zahvalne smo Bogu na prvih 15 godina nase
sekcije i preporucujemo se i dalje njegovoj milosti i mudrosti.

Zagreb, lipanj 2025.
Urednice

Katica Knezovi¢, Ksenija Magda,
Irena Sever Globan, Bruna Vel¢i¢



