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Postoje predrasude da je feminis-
tička teologija usko i, zapravo, 
neznanstveno područje. Zato je 
bilo važno pokazati širinu i dubi-
nu tema kojima se znanstvenice 
bave u teološkim i religijskim 
istraživanjima. Svaki problem ima 
neprepoznate aspekte dok na njih ne 
padnu oči žena. Tada se tema iznena-
da proširi i ponekad – možda često 
– to dovede gotovo automatski u 
pitanje područje i način na koji su 
se ranije vršila takva istraživanja. 
Takva dekonstrukcija može biti 
neugodno iskustvo, ali se često 
pokazalo korisno za šire znanstveno 
područje, a ne samo za žene. 
Nadamo se da će čitatelji ovog 
sveska otkriti upravo to – da su 
njihovi stavovi izazvani, ali i 
osnaženi na neočekivan i nov 
način.

There are prejudices that feminist theology is a narrow and, 
in fact, unscientific field. This is why it was important to 
show the breadth and depth of subjects that women scientists 
deal with in theological and religious research. Every prob-
lem has unrecognized aspects until the eyes of women 
catch them. Then, suddenly the subject expands and 
sometimes – perhaps often – calls into question 
the field and the way in which research has been 
conducted in the past almost like by autom-
atism. This may be uncomfortable, but it is 
often rewarding for the wider scientific field. 
By reading carefully, hopefully, this is what 
the readers of this volume will find – that 
their views have been challenged but also 
invigorated in an unexpected way.

Feministička teologija
- Misao i praksa 

u kontekstima Srednje
i Istočne Europe.
Zbornik radova

Edited by/Uredile

Katica Knezović
Ksenija Magda

Irena Sever Globan
Bruna Velčić

Fe
m

in
is

t Th
eo

lo
gy

: 
Th

ou
gh

t a
nd

 P
ra

ct
ic

e 
in

 C
en

tr
al

 a
nd

 E
as

te
rn

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
C

on
te

xt
s. 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n 

of
 P

ap
er

s 

Fe
m

in
is

ti
čk

a 
te

ol
og

ija
- M

isa
o 

i p
ra

ks
a 

u 
ko

nt
ek

sti
m

a 
Sr

ed
nj

e 
i I

sto
čn

e 
Eu

ro
pe

. Z
bo

rn
ik

 r
ad

ov
a

ISBN 978-953-7307-47-9

Price/cijena 35 € 

Untitled-1.indd   1Untitled-1.indd   1 10.07.2025.   10:2610.07.2025.   10:26



Feminist Theology: Thought and Practice 
in Central and Eastern European Contexts 

Collection of Papers

Feministička teologija – misao i praksa 
u kontekstima srednje i istočne Europe 

Zbornik radova



Published by / Nakladnici
European Society of Women in Theological Research – Croatian 
Section (ESWTR – CS) Europsko društvo žena u teološkom 
istraživanju – Hrvatska sekcija
Theological Faculty »Matthias Flacius Illyricus«
Teološki fakultet »Matija Vlačić Ilirik« (TFMVI)

For the publishers / Za nakladnike
ESWTR – CS: Dr. sc. Ksenija Magda
TFMVI: Dr. sc. Lidija Matošević

Edited by / Uredile:
Dr. sc. Katica Knezović
Dr. sc. Ksenija Magda
Dr. sc. Irena Sever Globan
Dr. sc. Bruna Velčić

Peer Review / Recenzije
Dr. sc. Gertraud Ladner
Dr. sc. Marko Medved
Dr. sc. Zilka Spahić-Šiljak

Translation / Prijevod
Ela Magda Džafić (to English / na engleski)
Ana Generalić (to Croatian / na hrvatski)
Dr. sc. Bruna Velčić (to Croatian / na hrvatski)

Proof Reading / Lektura
Speranca Tomin (Croatian / hrvatski)
Dr. sc. Melody Wachsmuth (English / engleski)

Illustrations / Ilustracije
Carolyn Boyd Tomasović

Cover page / Naslovna stranica
Miroslav Tomasović

Layout and Print / Slog i tisak
Rotim i Market, Donja Lomnica

ISBN 978-953-7307-47-9
CIP zapis je dostupan u računalnome katalogu Nacionalne i 
sveučilišne knjižnice u Zagrebu pod brojem 001275143.



Feminist Theology: Thought and Practice 
in Central and Eastern European Contexts 

Collection of Papers

Feministička teologija – misao i praksa 
u kontekstima srednje i istočne Europe 

Zbornik radova

Edited by / Uredile
Katica Knezović, Ksenija Magda,  
Irena Sever Globan, Bruna Velčić

Zagreb, 2025.





Content / Sadržaj 

Foreword 		   9
Predgovor 		   13

Jadranka Rebeka Anić	 The First Fifteen Years of the Croatian 	 17
	 Section of the European Society of 

Women in Theological Research  
(2009-2024)

	 Prvih petnaest godina Hrvatske sekcije 	 45
	 Europskoga društva žena u teološkom 

istraživanju (2009-2024)

Introduction / Uvod
Ksenija Magda, ESWTR-CS President / predsjednica ESWTR-CS-a	 75
	 Genesis of a Balkan Female Theologian: 

Why EWSTR is Still Needed?	 90
	 Postanak feminističke teologinje na 

Balkanu: Zašto je ESWTR još uvijek  
potreban?

Main lecture / Glavno predavanje 
Elżbieta Adamiak, ESWTR President / predsjednica ESWTR-a	 107
	 Mapping Developments of Feminist 

Studies of Religion in Eastern and 
Central Europe 

	 Mapiranje razvoja feminističkih 	 120
	 religijskih studija u srednjoj i istočnoj  

Europi



Responses / Odgovori
Irmtraud Fischer	 Women in Middle- and Eastern Europe 	 133
	 Today: Between Feminist Theology and 

Anti-Genderism of the Clergy
	 Žene u Srednjoj i Istočnoj Europi danas: 	 140
	 Između feminističke teologije i anti-

dženderizma klera
Irena Sever Globan	 Reflections on Possible Directions to 	 147
	 Take as Feminist Theologians in Central 

and Eastern Europe. The Digital World 
as a Means of Liberating Women in  
Religion?

	 Promišljanja o mogućim smjerovima 	 161
	 kojima krenuti kao feminističke 

teologinje u Srednjoj i Istočnoj Europi. 
Digitalni svijet kao sredstvo oslobođenja 
žene u religiji?

Papers / Izlaganja
Biljana Kašić	 Feminist Response and Responsiveness: 	 177
	 Challenges in Times of Carelessness
	 Feministički odgovor i odgovornost: 	 192
	 izazovi u vremenima nebrige
Ana Marija Raffai 	 God Happens – the Concept of God in 	 211
	 the Theology of Dorothee Soelle
	 Bog se događa – predodžba Boga u 	 220
	 teologiji Dorothee Sölle
Aneta Jovkovska 	 Orthodox Theologies of Women and 	 229
	 Feminism
	 Pravoslavne teologije žena i feminizam	 247
Aleksandra F. Michalska 	The Phenomenon of Bulgarian Female 	 265
	 Religious Virtuosos: Prepodobna Stoyna 

and Baba Vanga
	 Fenomen bugarskih religioznih virtuozica: 	 286
	 Prepodobna Stojna i Baba Vanga
Bruna Velčić	 Ephesians 5:21-33: Metaphors under 	 287
	 Scrutiny
	 Efežanima 5:21-33: Metafore pod 	 307
	 povećalom



Ana Thea Filipović 	 Women and the Diaconate: The State of 	 329
	 the Discussion in the Catholic Church
	 Žene i đakonat: povijest i stanje rasprave 	 354
	 u Katoličkoj Crkvi
Angelika Walser	 Surrogacy – a Commentary on One 	 385
	 Aspect of Feminist Theological Ethics
	 Surogatstvo: komentar iz perspektive 	 397
	 feminističke teološke etike
Gordana Barudžija	 Transdisciplinarity as a Challenge to 	 411
	 Catholic Female Theologians: Research 

based on the Scientific Work of Female 
Theologians in Croatia

	 Transdisciplinarnost kao izazov 	 421
	 katoličkim teologinjama – istraživanje 

na temelju znanstvenih radova 
katoličkih teologinja u Hrvatskoj

Elma Softić-Kaunitz	 In Search of Forgotten Women – Jewish 	 435
	 Women in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

from 1900-1945
	 U potrazi za zaboravljenim ženama – 	 467
	 Jevrejke u Bosni i Hercegovini 1900.-1950.
Monica Ruset Oanca	 Towards a Theology of Gratitude – 	 499
	 in Orthodox Context
	 Prema teologiji zahvalnosti – 	 514
	 u kontekstu pravoslavlja

Contributors / Autorice		   531





9

Foreword

This book is dedicated to the 15th anniversary of the Croa-
tian section of the European Society of Women in Theological 
Research (ESWTR-CS) and it has been the result of the interna-
tional academic conference held in Zagreb, 20th to 22nd Septem-
ber, 2024 entitled Feminist Theology: Thought and Practice in 
Central and Eastern European Contexts. It has been organized 
in recognition of the women scholars who have been part of us, 
with us, and around us in the past decade and a half to raise 
awareness and who have researched the issues women face in 
the Balkans.

Yes, indeed, feminism (which is not surprising) and feminist 
theology can both be found in this region, the (almost) first 
fruits of feminist theology this book seeks to show. Not every 
female researcher and theologian of standing in the region was 
present with us at the conference of course. First of all, the re-
sources, as always, were limited, although we had great support 
from the Ecumenical Initiative of Women from Omiš (EWI), 
which accompanies women believers in the region in their ef-
forts for dialogue and peace. EWI has not only sponsored our 
gathering to a major extent, but has contributed to the creation 
of this volume. 

Emphasis on women is not always welcome in the academic 
field and theology is no exception. Dealing with women’s issues 
is still largely unacceptable and for various reasons for the insti-
tutions where theologians work. There are prejudices that femi-
nist theology is a narrow and, in fact, unscientific field. This is 
why it was important to show the breadth and depth of subjects 
that women scientists deal with in theological and religious re-
search. Every problem has unrecognized aspects until the eyes 
of women catch them. Then, suddenly the subject expands and 
sometimes – perhaps often – calls into question the field and 
the way in which research has been conducted in the past al-
most like by automatism. This may be uncomfortable, but it is 
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often rewarding for the wider scientific field. By reading care-
fully, hopefully, this is what the readers of this volume will find 
– that their views have been challenged but also invigorated in 
an unexpected way.

Renowned Croatian feminist and postcolonial scholar, Bilja-
na Kašić, raises questions of women’s responsibility and reac-
tion to current, comprehensive global crises. Ana Marija Raffai, 
a peace worker and educator, presents peace-making and faith 
through the life of Dorothee Sölle, a German theologian and 
feminist, who asked even for a review of the traditional (me-
dieval) image of God. Gordana Barudžija probes the necessity 
of interdisciplinarity, and even transdisciplinarity, in scientific 
research and establishes that feminist theology has already 
naturally used this methodology and was called out for it. How-
ever, it seems that the way forward in the global issues of sus-
tainability of life, this seems like the only way forward. Biblical 
scholar Bruna Velčić offers excellent exegetical work question-
ing aspects of the traditional reading of Ephesians 5:21-33 as a 
nuptial image pushing hierarchy in marriage, which she shows 
is not the case. Angelika Walser investigates the issue of sur-
rogacy and how different strands in feminism view the problem 
this causes and proposes a way for the Church to deal with these 
issues. These are topics we might not have expected to see this 
collection of papers.

What is expected of a book like this are discussions on the 
position of women, and the reader is not left empty-handed here 
either. The most distinguished Croatian religious catechist, Ana 
Thea Filipović, examines the role of women deaconesses in the 
Roman Catholic Church in the current synodal movements. 
Aneta Jovkovska, a young researcher from Skopje, pursues femi-
nine and feminist ideas in Eastern Orthodoxy, while Alexandra 
Michalska from Poland focuses her research on the character of 
unofficial theological »experts«, prophetesses and interpreters 
of the faith in Orthodoxy, such as Venerable Stoyna and Baba 
Vanga. Monica Ruset Oanca from Romania creates the attitude 
of gratitude towards God as a locus for Orthodox women be-
lievers to push their marginalized status in the church. Elma 
Softić-Kaunitz from Sarajevo presents here her research on the 
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»lost« Jewish women and their forgotten but important roles 
in the progress of Bosnia and Herzegovina through decades of 
political and economic trials. 

However, what is most expected from such a celebratory vol-
ume is the historical framework for this and similar research. 
Elżbieta Adamiak, the current president of the umbrella or-
ganisation, the European Society of Women in Theological Re-
search (ESWTR) and a professor in Germany, explores the ups 
and downs as the society established sister societies in Eastern 
Europe. Her work is complemented by two responses: that of 
Irmtraud Fisher, a long-time and constant friend of the Croatian 
section of ESWTR, and Irena Sever Globan, the current vice-
president of the Croatian section of ESWTR. While Fischer 
adds another past perspective on the early years of ESWTR 
and the importance of the development of society in Eastern 
Europe, Sever Globan looks to the future, in accordance with 
her calling as a communicologist, to the possibility of women’s 
voices being heard more clearly in alternative, open media. Will 
women benefit or be negatively affected by the violence that so-
cial media can make even easier and more systematic? Finally, 
Ksenija Magda, the current president of the Croatian ESWTR 
probes why organisations like ESWTR should be still important 
and necessary. She recalls her story of a marginal(ized) female 
theologian in the Balkans, featuring the enduring issues women 
face which are only properly recognized and problematized by 
organisations like ours.

A celebratory book like this would be incomplete without the 
detailed 15 years of the initial history of the Croatian ESWTR. 
It was prepared by the first president, initiator, and founder of 
ESWTR-CS, probably best-known Croatian female theologian 
in the country and abroad, Jadranka Rebeka Anić. Her short 
research impresses with details of what it means to start such 
an organization, where almost no one thinks it is needed – men 
and women alike. 

At first, we planned to print the history as a separate pam-
phlet, but in the end, we decided that it is far better kept it in the 
context provided by other works. Therefore, this volume begins 
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with the history of the Croatian section of ESWTR, and then 
moves on to the papers as they were presented at the conference. 

We hope it will be an interesting read. In everything, we are 
grateful to God for the first 15 years of ESWTR-CS and we com-
mend ourselves to his grace and wisdom.

Zagreb, June 2025 

The editors 
Katica Knezović, Ksenija Magda,  
Irena Sever Globan, Bruna Velčić
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Predgovor

Ova je knjiga posvećena 15. godišnjici hrvatske sekcije Eu-
ropskoga društva žena u teološkom istraživanju (The European 
Society of Women in Theological Research – Croatian Section – 
ESWTR-CS) i nastala je kao rezultat Međunarodne znanstvene 
konferencije održane u Zagrebu, od 20. do 22. rujna 2024. pod 
naslovom »Feministička teologija – misao i praksa u konteksti-
ma Srednje i Istočne Europe«. Konferencija je organizirana kao 
priznanje znanstvenicama koje su bile dio nas, s nama i oko nas 
u proteklom desetljeću i pol. 

Ovime osvještavamo i preispitujemo problematiku žena na 
Balkanu. Da, doista se u ovoj regiji mogu naći feminizam (što 
i ne čudi) i feministička teologija, čije prve plodove ova knjiga 
nastoji pokazati. Nije svaka žena istraživačica i teologinja bila 
prisutna s nama na konferenciji – to je jasno. Kao prvo, sredstva 
su za ono što bismo željele – kao i uvijek – vrlo ograničena, iako 
smo imale veliku podršku Ekumenske inicijative žena iz Omiša 
(EIŽ), koja prati vjernice u regiji u njihovim naporima za dijalog 
i mir. Međutim, naglasak na ženskome i nije uvijek akademsko 
polje kakvo žene u teološkom istraživanju sebi žele. Još uvijek je 
bavljenje pitanjima žena mahom neprihvaćeno u institucijama 
u kojima teologinje rade. Postoje predrasude da je to usko polje 
i zapravo neznanstveno. Zato je i bilo važno pokazati širinu i 
dubinu tema kojima se bave znanstvenice u teološkom istra-
živanju. Svaki problem ima neprepoznate aspekte, sve dok ga 
ne ugleda žensko oko. Tada se predmet istraživanja automatski 
povećava i ponekad – možda i često – dovodi u pitanje to pod-
ručje i način na koji su se istraživanja u njemu ranije provodila. 
Čitajući pažljivo, nadamo se, čitatelj može pronaći zanimljive 
priloge i otvoriti se nekim novim obzorima.

Renomirana hrvatska feministica i postkolonijalna znan-
stvenica Biljana Kašić postavlja pitanja ženske odgovornosti i 
reakcija o aktualnim, sveobuhvatnim krizama u svijetu danas. 
Ana Marija Raffai, mirovna radnica i edukatorica, prezentira 
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mirotvorstvo kroz život Dorothee Sölle, njemačke teologinje 
i feministice, kakav zapravo zahtijeva ponovno vrednovanje 
tradicionalne (srednjevjekovne) slike o Bogu. Gordana Ba-
rudžija propituje nužnost interdisciplinarnosti, pa čak i tran-
sdisciplinarnosti, u znanstvenom istraživanju i utvrđuje da je 
feministička teologija već preuzela tu metodologiju i koristi je 
u suočavanju sa svijetom. Bibličarka Bruna Velčić nudi izvrstan 
egzegetski rad propitujući aspekte tradicionalnog čitanja Efeža-
nima 5,21-33. To su teme koje bismo možda manje očekivali u 
ovakvom zborniku.

Ono što se očekuje od ovakve knjige jest promišljanje o po-
ložaju žena i tu čitatelj ne ostaje praznih ruku. Najzaslužnija 
vjerska katehetkinja Ana Thea Filipović propituje ulogu žena 
đakonica u Rimokatoličkoj crkvi u aktualnim sinodalnim kre-
tanjima. Aneta Jovkovska, istraživačica iz Sjeverne Makedonije 
traga za ženskim i feminističkim idejama u istočnom pravo-
slavlju, dok Alexandra Michalska iz Poljske svoje istraživanje 
usmjerava na karakter neslužbenih teoloških stručnjakinja, pro-
ročica i tumača vjere u pravoslavlju, poput Prepodobne Stoyne i 
Babe Vange. Monica Ruset Oanca iz Rumunjske istražuje kako 
žene u suvremenom svijetu ponovno otkrivaju i prilagođavaju 
religijske rituale za adresiranje ključnih problema, poput kli-
matskih promjena i siromaštva. Elma Softić-Kaunitz iz Bosne 
i Hercegovine prezentira ovdje svoje istraživanje o Židovkama i 
njihovim zaboravljenim, ali važnim, ulogama za napredak Bo-
sne i Hercegovine u desetljećima iskušenja.

Međutim, najviše se od ovakvoga slavljeničkoga sveska oče-
kuje povijesni okvir za ova i ovakva istraživanja. Elżbieta Ada-
miak, trenutna predsjednica ESWTR-a i profesorica u Njemač-
koj istražuje uspone i padove dok je društvo osnivalo sestrinska 
društva na području Istočne Europe. Njezin je rad nadograđen 
dvama odgovorima: onim Irmtraud Fisher, dugogodišnje i stal-
ne prijateljice hrvatske sekcije ESWTR-a, i Irene Sever Globan, 
trenutne dopredsjednice hrvatske sekcije. Dok Fischer dodaje 
još jednu prošlu perspektivu na početne godine ESWTR-a i važ-
nost razvoja društva u istočnoj Europi, Sever Globan gleda u bu-
dućnost, sukladno svojemu zvanju komunikologinje, na moguć-
nosti da se jasnije čuju glasovi žena u alternativnim otvorenim 
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medijima i pita hoće li žene profitirati ili će na njih negativno 
utjecati nasilje koje društveni mediji mogu činiti još lakšim i 
sustavnijim. Naposljetku, Ksenija Magda, trenutna predsjedni-
ca hrvatske sekcije postavlja pitanje zašto bi organizacije poput 
ESWTR-a i danas bile važne i potrebne. Pričajući svoju priču 
jedne marginalne teologinje na Balkanu, ističe trajnu važnost 
bavljenja pitanjima žena koje mogu provoditi samo organizacije 
poput naše.

Naravno, ova knjiga ne bi bila potpuna bez iscrpne povijesti 
hrvatske sekcije ESWTR-a, koju je priredila njezina inicijatorica, 
utemeljiteljica i prva predsjednica, naša vjerojatno najpoznatija 
teologinja u zemlji i svijetu, Jadranka Rebeka Anić. Ova kratka 
studija impresionira pojedinostima o tome što znači pokrenuti 
ovakvu organizaciju, posebno ondje gdje gotovo nitko ne smatra 
da je takva potrebna. U početku smo mislile da je tu povijest 
potrebno tiskati kao zaseban dokument, ali smo na kraju odlu-
čile da je bolje držati je u kontekstu koji daju drugi radovi. Zato 
knjiga otpočinje ovom poviješću hrvatske sekcije ESWTR-a, a 
zatim prelazi na radove redoslijedom kojim su izneseni na kon-
ferenciji. 

U svemu ovome zahvalne smo Bogu na prvih 15 godina naše 
sekcije i preporučujemo se i dalje njegovoj milosti i mudrosti.

Zagreb, lipanj 2025.

Urednice 
Katica Knezović, Ksenija Magda,  
Irena Sever Globan, Bruna Velčić


