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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are to introduce students to the basic concepts and theological 
directions related to God's saving action in man. Special attention is paid to the genesis of 
the concept of "justification" from the Old Testament to the Middle Ages, and to the change in 
emphasis of the issue of justification in Reformation and post-Reformation theology. 

 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes for the Programme the course belongs to 
 

1. Objectively evaluate scholarly literature in the field of theology. 
2. Collect, select, and analyze philosophical-theological and historical-theological resources. 
3. Identify and analyze various theological concepts in the contexts of ecumenical and 

interreligious dialogue, and the dialogue between Christian theology and the contemporary 
society. 

4. Design and create forms of applying various theological concepts in the contexts of 
ecumenical and interreligious dialogue, and the dialogue between Christian theology, 
philosophy, culture, and science. 

5. Critically and objectively evaluate the contributions of various segments of Protestantism, as 
well as their influence on ecumenical and interreligious dialogue, as well as on social and 
political processes at the global and local levels. 

6. Professionally and popularly present the religious doctrines and practices of various Christian 
confessions and denominations. 

7. Integrate the existing knowledge with new insights and produce new ideas. 
8. Analyze and evaluate the contributions of various segments of Protestantism and implement 

them in solving specific questions in the fields of ecumenical and interreligious dialogue, and 
the dialogue between Christian theology, philosophy, culture, and science. 



9. Present and explain the importance of theological contribution to the discussion on important 
contemporary ethical, social, political, and cultural issues. 

 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. identify the principal authors and their theological arguments related to God's saving action; 
2. identify the continuities and discontinuities in medieval and Reformation theology related to 

God's saving action; 
3. evaluate the major points of controversy and agreement regarding the topic of justification by 

faith in contemporary ecumenical dialogue; 
4. analyze the major works of Reformation and contemporary authors related to the issue of 

justification; 
5. integrate with soteriology the previously acquired knowledge of systematic theology, 

historical theology, and philosophy; 
6. critically evaluate the differences between the Roman Catholic and Magisterial Reformation 

doctrine on salvation. 
 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. Introduction to the course and its objectives 
2. The concept of righteousness in the Old Testament – sedake 
3. The concept of righteousness in the New Testament – dikaiosyine 
4. Transformation of the concept of righteousness – sedake, dikaiosyne, iustificatio 
5. Augustine's concept of salvation I 
6. Augustine's concept of salvation II 
7. Thomas Aquinas and habitual grace 
8. Nature and grace 
9. Martin Luther and the theology of the cross 
10. Imputed righteousness 
11. The relationship between nature and grace in Reformation theology 
12. The Council of Trent and the reaction to the Reformation concept of salvation 
13. Modern and contemporary concepts of salvation 
14. Final discussion and review 

 

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x    lectures 

☐    

seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x    remote 

learning 

☐    field 

teaching 

☐ homework 

assignments  

x   multimedia and 

internet 

☐    laboratory work 

☐    mentored work 

☐  other 

_________________
__ 



1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 

Active participation in discussions during class, regular reading assignments. 
 

1.9. Course Assessment1 

Class 
attenda
nce 

    

Active 
participati
on in 
class 

0,8    
Term 
paper 

    
Experimental 
work 

    

Written 
exam 

  
Oral 
exam 

3,2 Essay     Research     

Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

 

Portfolio                    

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
Students' participation will be monitored during the course of the semester. Attendance is 
mandatory. The final exam is in oral form. 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

1) A. E. McGRATH, Uvod u kršćansku teologiju, Zagreb-Rijeka, TFMVI - Exlibris, 2006. str. 393-
455, 487-508. 

2) A. E.  McGRATH, Justitia Dei. A History of the Christian Doctrine of Justification, Sv. I i II, 
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1986. 

 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) O. PESCH - A. PETERS, Einfuehrung in die Lehre von Gnade und Rechtfertigung, 
Darmstadt, Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1989. 

2) K. BARTH, Church Dogmatics, IV, 1-3, T&T Clark, London, 2004. 
3) B. J. HILBERATH - W. PANNENBERG, Zur Zukunft der Oekumene, Regensburg, Pustet, 

1989. 
4) W. PANNENBERG, Systematic Theology, sv. 3, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 2013. 
5) P. TILLICH, Systematic Theology, sv. 2, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1975. 

 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

                                                 
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS credits 

matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 
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A. E. McGRATH, Justitia Dei. A History 
of the Christian Doctrine of Justification, 
Sv. I i II, Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press, 1986. 

Available to 
students in 

electronic form. 
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1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
Discussions with students during class, and final exam. 

 

 

  


