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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are: 
 

1. give students direct experience in cooperating with Church ministers on the organization of worship 

service in the context of a local ecclesial community; 

2. introduce students to the diversity and complexity of liturgical traditions and customs, as well 

as with local particularities of their expressions; 

3. give students the opportunity for a preaching engagement in the context of a specific local ecclesial 

community, and with mentored aid from the active preacher/pastor/minister; 

4. upgrade the processes of transferring knowledge gained through the courses of Homiletics and 

Liturgics. 

 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes for the Programme the course belongs to 
 

1. Design and discuss various theoretical and practical formulations within the ecclesial practice 
and social engagement of the Church. 

2. Critically and objectively evaluate the applicability of theological knowledge in a constructive 
contribution to the quality of ecclesial life and Christian engagement in the contemporary 
society. 

3. Apply exegetical skills and the knowledge of biblical theology and hermeneutics in solving 
specific questions within systematic-theological, historical-theological, and practical-
theological contexts. 

4. Critically explore the existing pastoral practices and suggest and design the appropriate 
models of pastoral action in specific situations. 



5. Create and combine different models of practical action in the Church and evaluate their 
applicability in handling specific situations in ecclesial practice and the social engagement of 
Christians. 

6. Integrate acquired knowledge into project planning and management. 
7. Lead and motivate people in achieving common goals. 

 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. identify and describe the practice of preaching and listening to sermons within a particular 
local Christian community; 

2. name and evaluate the important elements of attended sermons, with regard to their liturgical 
context and the congregation they were addressed to; 

3. interpret and anticipate the potential effects of attended sermons, depending on their overall 
context; 

4. design and deliver a sermon specially prepared for the particular congregation and its 
liturgical context; 

5. demonstrate speaking and presentation skills, and tailor them to homiletic tasks; 
6. associate the insight gained through field teaching with theoretical information gained 

through the courses of Homiletics and Liturgics; 
7. through interaction with immediate experience and newfound insight gained through field 

teaching, self-evaluate previously acquired knowledge and assumptions about the preaching 
ministry. 
 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

This course is entirely based on practical engagement within the context of a local ecclesial 
community, and is primarily focused on the study of preaching in the everyday life of a 
community of believers. Accordingly, its contents, as well its dynamics, are largely determined 
by the particularities of ecclesial life of the given community. The students are assigned to a 
particular community, and mentors (who are usually ministers in that community in charge of 
preaching) have the possibility to design particular activities in cooperation and with the 
agreement of the instructor. 
 
Generally speaking, under the guidance of a chosen mentor, students can in various ways 
observe and participate in regular and special activities related to preaching. These can 
include: 
 

1. attending worship services and listening to sermons; 
2. individual and group analysis and evaluation of attended sermons; 
3. active participation in the mentor's preparation of a sermon; 
4. participation in discussions with members of the community related to preaching; 
5. preparation and delivery of one's own sermon; 
6. collecting feedback on a delivered sermon and evaluating the feedback; 
7. helping the mentor and other church ministers plan and hold worship services. 



 
During the course of field teaching, the mentor introduces students to his/her community, 
explains the particularities of the preaching ministry that stem from the local context and 
tradition of the community, introduces students to the dynamics of the preaching ministry, 
reveals current issues that require preaching engagement, and clarifies all of the relevant 
factors that contribute to, determine, or shape the existing and planned forms of preaching. 
 
Depending on their affinities and future plans, during the course of the semester, the students 
have the possibility to either commit themselves to the processes of active listening and 
evaluation of sermons, or to prepare themselves to preach independently. According to their 
choice, the students complete precisely defined tasks under the supervision of their mentor or 
the course instructor. 

 
During the course of the semester, the mentor is available to students for additional questions, 
discussion, and evaluation. Upon completion of field teaching, the students conduct a group 
oral evaluation of their engagement, and discuss their experiences and newly acquired 
insights. 
 

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

☐    lectures 

x  seminaries 

and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

☐    remote 

learning 

x   field 

teaching 

☐ homework 

assignments  

☐    multimedia and 

internet 

☐    laboratory work 

x     mentored work 

☐  other 

_________________
__ 

1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 

1. Regular attendance and active participation in field teaching 
2. Completion of tasks assigned by the mentor 
3. Participation in the group evaluation of field teaching 

 

1.9. Course Assessment1 

Class 
attenda
nce 

    

Active 
participati
on in 
class 

    
Term 
paper 

    
Experimental 
work 

    

Written 
exam 

  
Oral 
exam 

 Essay     Research     

                                                 
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS credits 

matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 



Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

2 

Portfolio                    

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
Student's engagement in field teaching will be monitored during the course of the semester. 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 
Since this is a practical course based on field teaching, there are no mandatory resources. 

 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) R. J. ALLEN, Patterns of Preaching: A Sermon Sampler, Chalice Press, St. Louis, 1998. 
2) T. G. LONG, The Witness of Preaching, 3rd ed., Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, 

2016. 
3) E. ŠEBA, Tko to tamo sluša? Dijaloško propovijedanje kao izazov suvremenoj propovjedničkoj 

praksi, Teološki fakultet Matija Vlačić Ilirik, Zagreb, 2020. 
4) P. S. WILSON, The Four Pages of the Sermon: A Guide to Biblical Preaching, Abingdon Press, 

Nashville, 1999. 
 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

   

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
1. Discussion with students during the course of the semester. 
2. Questionnaire conducted by the Centre and University. 

 

 

  


