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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are to introduce students to the basic concepts, the major 
directions, and the most significant authors and their works in the fields of philosophical and 
theological ethics. Special attention is paid to the main questions of the intersection of 
ecclesial and universal ethics, and the applicability of their principles to specific issues of 
Church and society. 

 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes for the Programme the course belongs to 
 

1. Independently describe and explain the basic content of philosophical-theological and 
historical-theological texts. 

2. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of basic themes in practical theology and 
recognize the connections between theological-religious theory and ecclesial, religious, and 
social praxis. 

3. Put forward substantiated arguments and propose solutions to problems related to the 
dialogue between Christian theology and philosophy, culture, and science. 

4. Draw conclusions based on the acquired knowledge about the significance of biblical and 
philosophical-theological texts for specific questions and problems in theology and the life of 
the Church, as well as for the everyday life of the individual and society. 

5. Assess, based on the acquired knowledge, the significance and relevance of Christianity in 
the interreligious context, as well as in its relationship to the society, culture, and science. 

6. Present the results of one’s research in biblical, philosophical-theological, and practical-
theological fields. 

7. Reason for the importance of theology in the contemporary society, culture, and scholarship. 



8. Independently and jointly with other experts and participants, put forward ideas and propose 
solutions in one’s ecclesial and/or social community. 

9. Act based on the ethical principles of the profession. 
 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. identify the major concepts and ideas of philosophical ethics; 
2. identify the major concepts and ideas of theological ethics; 
3. describe and compare the major concepts, authors and ideas of philosophical and 

theological ethics; 
4. interpret the differences between major systems of ethics; 
5. critically evaluate the differences between specific ethical systems in the fields of 

philosophical and theological ethics; 
6. identify the interconnections between specific philosophical and theological ethical systems; 
7. expertly present the mutual influence of major theological and philosophical ethical systems; 
8. critically evaluate the ethical systems developed within philosophy and theology. 

 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. Introduction to the course and its objectives 
2. Basic concepts of ethics 
3. Basic directions and schools of ethics 
4. Historical overview of the development of theological ethics I 
5. Historical overview of the development of theological ethics II 
6. Biblical ethics 
7. Ecclesial ethics 
8. Universal philosophical ethics 
9. The ethics of Immanuel Kant 
10. Utilitarianism and consequentialism 
11. Subversive ethics I: feminist ethics 
12. Subversive ethics II: sexual ethics 
13. Specific ethical issues: abortion and euthanasia 
14. Final discussion and review 

 

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x   lectures 

☐    

seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x  remote 
learning 

☐    field 

teaching 

☐ homework 

assignments  
x  multimedia and 
internet 

☐    laboratory work 

☐    mentored work 

☐  other 

_________________
__ 



1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 

Active participation in discussions during class, regular reading assignments. 
 

1.9. Course Assessment1 

Class 
attenda
nce 

    

Active 
participati
on in 
class 

0,5    
Term 
paper 

    
Experimental 
work 

    

Written 
exam 

  
Oral 
exam 

3,5 Essay     Research     

Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

 

Portfolio                    

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
Students' participation will be monitored during the course of the semester. Attendance is 
mandatory. The final exam is in oral form. 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

S. WELSH and B. QUASH, Uvod u kršćansku etiku, Teološki fakultet Matija Vlačić Ilirik, 
Zagreb, 2020. 

 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) J. TALANGA, Uvod u etiku, Hrvatski studiji, Zagreb, 1999. 
2) I. ČEHOK – I. KOPREK, Etika. Priručnik jedne discipline, Školska knjiga, Zagreb, 1996.  
3) I. KANT, Zasnivanje metafizike morala, Dereta, Beograd, 2008. 
4) I. KANT, Kritika praktičkog uma, Naprijed, Zagreb, 1974. 
5) S. JUKA, Etika – postavke i teorije, Fram Ziral, Mostar, 2006. 
6) W. K. FRANKENA, Etika, KruZak, Zagreb, 1998.  
7) J. D. MABBOT, Uvod u etiku, Nolit, Beograd, 1981. 
8) A. MACINTYRE, Za vrlinom, KruZak, Zagreb, 2002. 
9) R.M. HARE, Jezik morala, Scorpus, Zagreb, 1998.  
10) E. TUGENDHAT, Predavanja o etici, Jesenski i Turk, Zagreb, 2003. 
11) D. BONHOEFFER, Etika, Ex Libris, Rijeka, 2009. 

 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

                                                 
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS credits 

matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 



Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

S. WELSH and B. QUASH, Uvod u 
kršćansku etiku, Teološki fakultet Matija 
Vlačić Ilirik, Zagreb, 2020. 

5 9 

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
Discussions with students during class, and final exam. 

 

 

  


