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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are to introduce students to: 
 

1. the perspectives, challenges, and possibilities of practical theology in the context of Christian 
communities in Croatia and the European Union; 

2. specific examples of diaconia as a constitutive part of Christian engagement in Croatia and 
Europe; 

3. the importance of diaconial engagement in interprofessional and interdisciplinary contexts in 
Croatia. 

 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes at the Study Programme level 
 

1. Critically explore the existing pastoral practices and suggest and design the appropriate 
models of pastoral action in specific situations. 

2. Critically and objectively evaluate the applicability of theological knowledge in a constructive 
contribution to the quality of ecclesial life and Christian engagement in the contemporary 
society. 

3. Create and combine different models of practical action in the Church and evaluate their 
applicability in handling specific situations in ecclesial practice and the social engagement of 
Christians. 

4. Communicate the acquired theoretical and practical knowledge and encourage engagement 
in congregations and the society at large. 

5. Design and discuss various theoretical and practical formulations within the ecclesial practice 
and social engagement of the Church. 

6. Present models of constructive action in the fields of ecumenical, interreligious, and 
intercultural dialogue. 

7. Design and create forms of applying various theological concepts in the contexts of 
ecumenical and interreligious dialogue, and the dialogue between Christian theology, 
philosophy, culture, and science. 



8. Integrate the existing knowledge with new insights and produce new ideas. 
 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. comprehend and analyze the motives for the creation of diaconial movements in Croatia and 
the EU; 

2. differentiate between various areas of pastoral work in Christian communities and society at 
large; 

3. analyze scholarly approaches and processes of pastoral theology, social ethics, and psychol-
ogy in the context of the current socio-political and educational circumstances in society; 

4. identify and classify the symptoms, causes, and consequences of the transformational crisis 
of Christian communities in Croatia and Europe; 

5. based on relevant theological resources and the results of socio-religious research, discern 
and critically asses the 'signs of the times' in Croatia and the world; 

6. evaluate and integrate the pastoral-theological methods of diaconia and other activities of 
Christian communities in Croatia and the EU; 

7. create new pastoral plans and projects; 
8. self-evaluate one's own role in society and in the Christian community. 

 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. Introduction to the course: Definition of concepts and the differentiation between pastoral and 
practical theology 

2. Pastoral reflection of ecclesial-public activities of Christian Churches (contextual theology) 
3. Political diaconia in the context of capitalism and secularization 
4. Crucial issues and challenges of the diaconial activities of Christian communities in Croatia, 

with regard to shared responsibility and social ethics 
5. Diaconia as the basic option for Christian activities: integrational model of theology and social 

engagement 
6. Diaconia and new forms of pastoral work 
7. Volunteering as the Christian form of serving the common good 

  

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x lectures 

☐    

seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x remote 

learning 

x field 

teaching 

x homework 

assignments  

x multimedia and 

internet 

☐    laboratory work 

☐    mentored work 

☐  other 

_________________
__ 

1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 



Active participation in discussions during class, regular reading assignments. The students are 
required to write a scientific paper (12-15 standard pages). The subject of the paper needs to 
be approved by the instructor. 
 

 

1.9. Course Assessment1 

Class 
attenda
nce 

    

Active 
participati
on in 
class 

1    
Term 
paper 

    
Experimental 
work 

    

Written 
exam 

3  
Oral 
exam 

 Essay 1    Research     

Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

 

Portfolio                    

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
Students' participation will be monitored during the course of the semester. The final exam is 
in oral form. In order to take the final exam, the students must hand in their paper (12-15 
standard pages). 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

1) S. NIMAC, "Služba dijakonije u postmodernom društvu," Bogoslovska smotra, 76 (2006.), vol. 
4. pp. 1001-1012. 

2) P. ARAČIĆ (ed.), Novi izazovi pastoralnoj teologiji, Diacovensia, Đakovo 2005. 
3) J. BALOBAN, Djelovanje Crkve u novim društvenim okolnostima, Zagreb, 1995.  
4) J. N. COLLINS, Diakonia Studies: Critical Issues in Ministry, Oxford University Press, 2014. 

 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) Ž. MARDEŠIĆ, Rascjep u svetom, KS, Zagreb 2007. 
2) H. KÜNG, Biti kršćanin, Konzor-Synopsis, Zagreb-Sarajevo 2002. 

 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

Resources are available to students in 
electronic form. 

  

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
Discussions with students during class, scientific paper, and final exam. 

 

 

                                                      
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS 

credits matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 


