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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are: 
 

1. by examining the Epistle to the Philippians, identify the influence of the socio-historical con-
text on the formation of ecclesial structures and concepts in the early Church; 

2. through a reading of the Epistle of the Philippians, recognize the importance of the socio-his-
torical context for the creation of New Testament texts. 
 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes at the Study Programme level 
 

1. Demonstrate the capacity to independently perform the exegesis of biblical texts and to 
identify and analyze basic themes in biblical theology. 

2. Objectively evaluate scholarly literature in the field of theology. 
3. Develop the skills necessary for interdisciplinary research and for finding research-based 

answers to the common questions of theology and other scholarly disciplines. 
4. Critically explore the existing pastoral practices and suggest and design the appropriate 

models of pastoral action in specific situations. 
5. Present models of constructive action in the fields of ecumenical, interreligious, and 

intercultural dialogue. 
6. Professionally and popularly present the religious doctrines and practices of various Christian 

confessions and denominations. 
7. Jointly develop scholarly research projects and practical application in the existing and new 

contexts. 
8. Integrate the existing knowledge with new insights and produce new ideas. 

 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 



1. describe the author and the original recipients of the Epistle to the Philippians with regard to 
their social contexts; 

2. recount and classify the essential elements of the sociological criticism of urban churches in 
Paul's mission; 

3. recognize the elements of socio-political context within the text of the Epistle to the Philippi-
ans; 

4. compare the influences of literary and sociological approaches on the hermeneutics of the 
Epistle to the Philippians; 

5. analyze and comment on select relevant scholarly papers in the field sociological exegesis; 
6. apply various sociological models to the reading of New Testament texts; 
7. independently present one's own thesis related to the socio-historical context of the Epistle to 

the Philippians. 
 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. What is sociological exegesis? 
2. The urban environment of Paul's Christianity and the urban environment of Philippi 
3. Social levels of Paul's Christianity and prosopographic research of Paul's readers in Philippi 
4. The Church and its creation (the example of Philippi) 
5. The mutual influence of ecclesiological and sociological processes 
6. Rituals in Paul's early Christian communities 
7. The patterns of faith in the church in Philippi 

 

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x    lectures 

☐    

seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x    remote 

learning 

☐    field 

teaching 

x homework 

assignments  

x multimedia and 

internet 

☐    laboratory work 

x  mentored work 

x  research paper 

____________ 

1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 

Active participation in discussions during class, regular reading assignments and writing 
reviews on the reading material. The students are required to write a research paper (12-15 
standard pages). The subject of the paper needs to be approved by the instructor. The students 
are also required to orally present the results of their research, and discuss the presentations 
of others. 

 

1.9. Course Assessment1 

                                                      
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS 

credits matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 
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1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
The final grade consists of: 
 

1. students' participation in class; 
2. oral presentation and participation in the discussions on other students' presentations; 
3. research paper. 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

W. MEEKS, First Urban Christians. New Haven: Yale, 2003. 
 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) G. F. HOWTHORNE et. al. Dictionary of Paul and his letters, Downers Grove: IVP, 1993.  
2) D. PETERLIN, Paul's Letter to the Philippians in the Light of Disunity in the Chruch, Leiden et 

al.: Brill, 1995. 
3) POPOVIĆ, Načela i metode u tumačenju Biblije. Zagreb: KS, 2005. 

 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

Resources are available to students in 
electronic form. 

  

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
Discussions with students during class, research paper, and an anonymous questionnaire. 
 

 


