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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are to: 
 

1. introduce students to the results of New Testament exegesis by examining select sections of 
the synoptic Gospels; 

2. introduce students to the basic approaches to New Testament exegesis by examining select 
sections of the synoptic Gospels. 
 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

New Testament Greek Language 1 
New Testament Greek Language 2 
Introduction to the New Testament 1 
Introduction to the New Testament 2 

 

1.3. Learning outcomes at the Study Programme level 
 

1. Demonstrate the ability to read and understand biblical texts in their original languages (He-
brew, Greek), discuss basic themes in biblical theology, and use elementary exegetical meth-
ods. 

2. Analyze biblical texts by applying the knowledge and understanding of biblical texts in their 
original languages, of basic themes in biblical theology, basic exegetical methods, and her-
meneutics. 

3. Draw conclusions based on the acquired knowledge about the significance of biblical and 
philosophical-theological texts for specific questions and problems in theology and the life of 
the Church, as well as for the everyday life of the individual and society. 

4. Present the results of one’s research in biblical, philosophical-theological, and practical-theo-
logical fields. 

5. Reason for the importance of theology in the contemporary society, culture, and scholarship. 
6. Communicate knowledge individually and as part of a cooperative effort. 
7. Critically reflect on one’s own work and the work of others. 

 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 



 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

 
1. recount the principal manuscripts and their importance for the "apparatus" of the Greek New 

Testament; 
2. define and describe the narrative framework and sections of Mark's narrative (1:15-3:19); 
3. describe Mark as the author of a "new" literary genre, the "gospel", which served the histori-

cal needs of his community; 
4. define the elements that the Gospel of Mark and the Gospels of Matthew and Luke have in 

common; 
5. define and identify Mark's narrative techniques in the text of the Gospel, and independently 

assign meaning to the text based on these techniques; 
6. define the particularities of the Gospels of Mark and Luke, and their mutual differences; 
7. present an exegetical paper at a "mini" scientific conference, critically assess the presenta-

tions of others, and recommend improvements. 
 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. Introduction to exegesis; reading the Greek text while focusing on the critical apparatus: Mk 
1:1-15 

2. How does Mark build his story of Jesus? Narrative elements in Mk 1:15-3:19 (or 35) 
3. Exegetical literature, online tools and resources 
4. Research and research paper; The particularity of exegesis 
5. Mk 1:15-3:25: literary context; The difference between literary and narrative criticism 
6. Parable of the Sower in Mk 4 (structure: context, narrative features of the text) 
7. Approaching a "difficult" text – article reading and Jeremias' solution to the problem of parables; 

The narrative role of parables in the gospels 
8. Mark 4: Calming the storm: Who is this? – The main part of the Gospel of Mark on the road 

(lecture); Characterization of the disciples within the narrative 
9. Mk 6:30 and 8:1-21: repetitions in the Gospel of Mark: bread, feeding, and the Yeast of the 

Pharisees; Other narrative strategies in the Gospel of Mark: 'Sandwiches' 
10. Synoptic reading I 
11. Synoptic reading II 
12. The major topics: The issues of service and authority; The issues of the "large" (Matt 24) and 

"little" apocalypse (Mk 13) 
13. Jesus as an "anti-hero" in the Gospel of Mark (the Passion) 
14. Mark as an evangelist: Why the Gospel of Mark doesn't have a Nativity story? 
15. Mini-conference: presentations of (unfinished) papers and discussion 

 

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x  lectures 

x  seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x  remote 
learning 

☐    field 
teaching 

x homework 
assignments  

x   multimedia and 
internet 

☐    laboratory work            
x  mentored work 

x  exegetical paper 

1.7. Comments  



1.8. Course Requirements 
 

1. Active participation in discussions during class 
2. Exegetical research of a select section of the Gospel of Mark, including research of secondary 

literature related to that section 
3. Exegetical research paper (7-10 standard pages), oral presentation of the paper, and partici-

pation in discussions on the presentations of others 

 

1.9. Course Assessment1 

Class 
attenda
nce 

    

Active 
participati
on in 
class 

1,5    
Term 
paper 

 2   
Experimental 
work 

    

Written 
exam 

  
Oral 
exam 

 Essay     Research     

Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

 

Portfolio     
Oral 
presentati
on 

0,5              

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
The final grade consists of: 

 
1. Student's participation in class, and readiness for learning; 
2. oral presentation and participation in the discussions on other students' presentations; 
3. exegetical paper (the following elements are considered: the thesis and internal logic of the 

paper; engagement with secondary literature; language and style; technical adequacy of the 
text; quality of the bibliography). 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

1) R. T. FRANCE, The Gospel of Mark, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002. 
2) R. A. COLE, Evanđelje po Marku. Daruvar, Logos, 1997. 

 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) J. GNILKA, Teologija Novoga zavjeta, Zagreb, Kršćanska sadašnjost, 1999. 
2) R. H. GUNDRY, Mark. A Commentary on His Apology for the Cross, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2000. 
3) DUGANDŽIĆ, Kako su nastala evanđelja?, Zagreb: Kršćanska sadašnjost, 1999. 
4) R. SCHNACKENBURG, Osoba Isusa Krista u četiri evanđelja, Zagreb: Kršćanska sadašnjost, 

1997.  
5) DUFOUR et al., Rječnik biblijske teologije, Zagreb: KS, 1993.  
6) J. GREEN et al. Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, Dovners Grove: IVP, 1992.  
7) K. MAGDA, "‘Jer se bojahu’", in: Crkva u svijetu 48/1 (2013), 7-27. 

                                                      
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS 

credits matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 



 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

Resources are available to students in 
electronic form. 

  

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
Continuous monitoring of students' comprehension and the achievement of learning 
outcomes, consultation regarding the exegesis paper, the paper itself, and an anonymous 
questionnaire. 

 

 


