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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are to: 
 

1. introduce students to Johannine theology by performing exegesis of select sections of the 
Gospel of John (in the original, Greek language); 

2. introduce students to themes derived from Johannine theology. 
 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes at the Study Programme level 
 

1. Demonstrate the capacity to independently perform the exegesis of biblical texts and to 
identify and analyze basic themes in biblical theology. 

2. Objectively evaluate scholarly literature in the field of theology. 
3. Develop the skills necessary for interdisciplinary research and for finding research-based 

answers to the common questions of theology and other scholarly disciplines. 
4. Critically explore the existing pastoral practices and suggest and design the appropriate 

models of pastoral action in specific situations. 
5. Present models of constructive action in the fields of ecumenical, interreligious, and 

intercultural dialogue. 
6. Professionally and popularly present the religious doctrines and practices of various Christian 

confessions and denominations. 
7. Jointly develop scholarly research projects and practical application in the existing and new 

contexts. 
8. Integrate the existing knowledge with new insights and produce new ideas. 

 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. present the content of the Gospel of John by creating an outline of the Gospel; 



2. describe and present the historical circumstances of the creation of the Gospel of John that 
are relevant for its interpretation; 

3. describe the process of the reception of the Gospel of John in the early Church; 
4. compare the reception of particular themes/sections of the Gospel of John by various Chris-

tian denominations; 
5. critically evaluate theological discussions regarding the Gospel of John found in scholarly lit-

erature; 
6. independently select and apply exegetical methods to a select section of the Gospel of John, 

and draw conclusions based on exegesis about the intended meaning of the text in its origi-
nal historical setting; 

7. compare and critically evaluate various interpretations of the Gospel of John; 
8. identify various options for interpreting the text in contemporary settings. 

 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. Logos in the Gospel of John 
2. The concepts of 'tradition' and 'witnesses' in the Gospel of John 
3. The Gospel of John and the synoptic Gospels 
4. Faith in the Gospel of John 
5. Semeia in the Gospel of John, and other structural issues 
6. Anti-Semitism in the Gospel of John 
7. Jesus the "Bread of Life" I 
8. Jesus the "Bread of Life" II 
9. Jesus' testament for the Church 
10. The unity of Christians 
11. The Holy Spirit in the Gospel of John 
12. The growing faith: the issue of "traitors" and their rehabilitation 

  

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x    lectures 

x  seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x   remote 
learning 

☐    field 

teaching 

x  homework 
assignments  

x    multimedia and 
internet 

☐    laboratory work 

x    mentored work 

x  exegetical paper 
_________________
__ 

1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 

Active participation in discussions during class, oral presentation, exegetical paper (12-15 
standard pages). 
 

1.9. Course Assessment1 

                                                      
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS 

credits matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 
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nce 

    

Active 
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on in 
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1,5    
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paper 

2    
Experimental 
work 
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Oral 
exam 

 Essay     Research     

Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

 

Portfolio     
Oral 
presentati
on 

0,5              

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
The final grade consists of: 

 
1. student's participation in class, and readiness for learning; 
2. oral presentation and participation in the discussions on other students' presentations; 
3. exegetical paper (the following elements are taken into account: the thesis and internal logic 

of the paper; engagement with secondary literature; language and style; technical adequacy 
of the text; quality of the bibliography). 
 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

R. BROWN, The Gospel According to John, New York et al: Doubleday, 1966.  
 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) L. MORRIS, Evanđelje po Ivanu, Daruvar: Logos, 1997. 
2) Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, Downers Grove: IVP, 1994. (select entries) 
3) R. HAYS, "The Gospel and the epistles of John", in: The Moral Vision of the New Testament: 

A contemporary introduction to New Testament ethics. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1996, 139-
158. 

4) R. BULTMANN, "Eschatologie des Johannes-Evangeliums", in: Zwischen Zeiten und 
Menschen VI, 1928, 4-22. 

5) R. BULTMANN, Glauben und Verstehen, Gesammelte Aufsätze, Vol.1, Tübingen: 
Mohr/Siebeck, 1966, 134-152. 

6) R. BROWN, "Roles of Women in the Gospel of John", u: Theological Studies 36 (1975) pp. 688-699. 

Online: https://www.womenpriests.org/roles-of-women-in-the-fourth-gospel-by-raymond-e-
brown/ 

 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

Resources are available to students in 
electronic form. 

  

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 



Continuous monitoring of students' comprehension and the achievement of learning 
outcomes, consultation regarding the exegesis paper, the paper itself, and an anonymous 
questionnaire. 

 

 


