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Instructor Jasminka Domaš, MSc 
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Year of study Third 
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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are to introduce students to: 
 

1. the basic concepts and themes of biblical and contemporary Judaism; 
2. the wider context of the understanding of the creation of Jewish religious history, oral tradi-

tion, and written texts; 
3. the achievements relevant to the understanding of the sources and methods of interpretation 

of key Jewish texts. 
 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes for the Programme the course belongs to 
 

1. Independently describe and explain the basic content of philosophical-theological and histori-
cal-theological texts. 

2. Demonstrate understanding of the correlation between theology and other humanities and 
social sciences. 

3. Put forward substantiated arguments and propose solutions to problems related to ecumeni-
cal and interreligious dialogue. 

4. Assess, based on the acquired knowledge, the significance and relevance of Christianity in 
the interreligious context, as well as in its relationship to the society, culture, and science. 

5. Clearly and expertly present the acquired knowledge in an essayistic form. 
6. Independently and jointly with other experts and participants, put forward ideas and propose 

solutions in one’s ecclesial and/or social community. 
 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. identify the major concepts and themes of Jewish theology; 
2. interpret the major concepts and themes of Jewish religion, culture, and philosophy; 



3. explore the main organizational units of the subject matter of Jewish theology, and point out 
their mutual relationships; 

4. describe the historical-theological processes that led to the creation of particular branches of 
Judaism, and identify their causes and consequences; 

5. note the basic patterns in the creation and development of Judaism; 
6. expertly explain the mutual similarities and differences in the patterns of creation and devel-

opment of specific issues of Judaism.  
 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. Introduction to the course, the resources, the requirements, and the grading structure 
2. Panorama of active Jewish communities today 
3. Panorama/map of active Jewish communities in Croatia today 
4. The concept and manifestations of religious unity, and the modes of communication between 

the Jewish diaspora and the decrees of the Chief Rabbinate 
5. Crises within the Jewish diaspora after the Holocaust 
6. Historical-theological and socio-political context of the causes, course, and consequences of 

the destruction of small Jewish communities during the 20th and 21st centuries. 
7. Historical-theological and socio-political context of the causes, course, and consequences of 

antisemitism in history and today, and the attempts to overcome it 
8. The impaired balance of support for Jewish communities with regard to their membership 
9. Historical-theological and socio-political context of the possible renaissance and renewal of 

Jewish life 
10. The Jewish religion as a major point of departure in the practice of interreligious dialogue 
11. Historical-theological and socio-political context of the efforts to preserve Jewish orthodoxy 

from the time after World War II to the creation and development of spiritual movements such 
as Hasidism. 

12. Historical-theological and socio-political context of the creation and development of 
contemporary Jewish thought 

13. The main achievements, documents, and unresolved issues related to the Jewish diaspora 
14. The distinctiveness of contemporary Jewish issues in Croatia 
15. Final discussion 

 

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x   lectures 

☐    

seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x   remote 
learning 

☐    field 

teaching 

☐ homework 

assignments  
x  multimedia and 
internet 

☐    laboratory work 

☐    mentored work 

☐  other 

_________________
__ 

1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 

Active participation in discussions during class, regular reading assignments. 
 



1.9. Course Assessment1 

Class 
attenda
nce 

    

Active 
participati
on in 
class 

    
Term 
paper 

    
Experimental 
work 

    

Written 
exam 

  
Oral 
exam 

2 Essay     Research     

Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

 

Portfolio                    

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
Students' participation will be monitored during the course of the semester. Attendance is man-
datory. The final exam is in oral form. 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

1) Torah and Talmud (select parts). 
2) Rabbi KOTEL DA-DON, Židovstvo, teologija i filozofija, Profil,  Zagreb, 2004.  
3) J. DOMAŠ, Šabat šalom, Židovska općina Zagreb, 1999. 

 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) J. DOMAŠ, Židovska meditacija: Istraživanje mističnih staza judaizma, Misli, Zagreb, 2003.  
2) J. KOŠ, Alef bet Židovstva, Vlastita naklada, Zagreb, 1999. 
3)  J. DOMAŠ, Biblijske priče: prinos razumijevanju biblijskog teksta, Židovska općina Zagreb, 

2000. 
4)  S. DUBNOV, Kratka istorija jevrejskog naroda, Savez jevrejskih opština Jugoslavije, s.a.  
5) J. DOMAŠ, Dan po dan, Litteris, Zagreb, 2015. 

 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

Resources are available to students in 
electronic form. 

  

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
Discussions with students during class, and final exam. 

 

 

                                                      
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS 

credits matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 


