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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objective of this course is to introduce students to the cities, great empires, and major 
historical events mentioned in Scripture and testified to by other written and material sources. 

 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes for the Programme the course belongs to 
 

1. Demonstrate the ability to read and understand biblical texts in their original languages (He-
brew, Greek), discuss basic themes in biblical theology, and use elementary exegetical 
methods. 

2. Independently describe and explain the basic content of philosophical-theological and histori-
cal-theological texts. 

3. Analyze biblical texts by applying the knowledge and understanding of biblical texts in their 
original languages, of basic themes in biblical theology, basic exegetical methods, and her-
meneutics. 

4. Apply the acquired knowledge to evaluate the role of the Church and Christianity in the life of 
the humanity and society of today. 

5. Identify the interconnectedness and interaction of classical antiquity and the cultures of the 
ancient Near East on one side, and the biblical-Christian fate on the other. 

6. Assess, based on the acquired knowledge, the significance and relevance of Christianity in 
the interreligious context, as well as in its relationship to the society, culture, and science. 

 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. describe the major historical events that defined the history of the ancient near east from the 
Neolithic period to the end of the Roman occupation; 

2. interpret historical sources; 
3. discuss the context of the creation of particular sources, and contextualize historical events; 



4. recount the major causes and consequences of the beginning and end of particular historical 
periods; 

5. identify the events and persons that defined the great conflicts during the aforementioned pe-
riod. 
 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. Introduction to the contents, objectives, and requirements of the course; short introduction to 
the Neolithic period in the Levant (Catalhoyuk and Jericho) 

2. Sumerian and Akkadian civilization; Abraham's journey 
3. Hittites (Hattusa); cities of the Bronze Age (Megiddo; Hazor, Ugarit, Ebla, Mari) 
4. Phoenicians (Tyre and Sidon); the Sea Peoples; the arrival of the Israelis 
5. The period of Judges, David and Salomon; the Philistines 
6. The Neo-Assyrian (Nineveh and Lachish) and Neo-Babylonian (Babylon and Jerusalem) 

Empires 
7. Amon, Moab, and Edom; the Persian Empire and the return from exile; Israel in the Hellenistic 

and Roman periods (Masada) 
8. Final discussion 

 

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x   lectures 

☐    

seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x  remote 

learning 

☐    field 

teaching 

x homework 

assignments  

x    multimedia and 

internet 

☐    laboratory work 

☐    mentored work 

☐  other 

_________________
__ 

1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 

Active participation in discussions during class, regular reading assignments. 
 

1.9. Course Assessment1 

Class 
attenda
nce 

    

Active 
participati
on in 
class 

1    
Term 
paper 

    
Experimental 
work 

    

Written 
exam 

  
Oral 
exam 

1 Essay     Research     

Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

 

Portfolio                    

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

                                                      
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS 

credits matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 



 
Students' participation and completion of class assignments will be monitored during the 
course of the semester. Attendance is mandatory. The final exam is in oral form. 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

1) The Bible (any edition);  
2) Biblijski atlas The Times, Cankarjeva založba, Ljubljana, 1990. 
3) D. ALEXANDER (ed.), Biblijski priručnik, KS, Zagreb, 1989.  
4) A. REBIĆ, Biblijske starine, (any edition), Kršćanska sadašnjost, Zagreb. 

 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) G. CONTENAU, Babilon i Asirija, Naprijed, Zagreb, 1979. 
2) S. N.  KRAMER, Historija počinje u Sumeru, Epoha, Zagreb, 1966. 
3) P. LISIČAR, Stari istok, Zagreb, 1975. 
4) R. MATASOVIĆ, Kultura i književnost Hetita, Matica hrvatska, Zagreb, 2000.  
5) I. URANIĆ, Stari Egipat, Školska knjiga, Zagreb, 2004.   

 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

Resources are available to students in 
electronic form. 

  

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
Discussions with students during class, class assignments, and final exam. 

 

 


