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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

1.1. Course Objectives 
 

The objectives of this course are: 
 

1. enable students to recognize the importance of Eastern Orthodoxy as one of the foundational 
traditions of Christian theory and praxis; 

2. explore the particularity of Eastern Orthodox theological discourse when compared to other 
Christian traditions, primarily Catholic and Protestant; 

3. make students aware of the necessity of an ecumenical view of the history of Christian spirit-
uality and Christian thought, within which the Eastern Orthodox tradition forms an ineluctable 
constituent part. 
 

1.2. Prerequisite 
 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 

1.3. Learning outcomes for the Programme the course belongs to 
 

1. Objectively evaluate scholarly literature in the field of theology. 
2. Identify and analyze various theological concepts in the contexts of ecumenical and 

interreligious dialogue, and the dialogue between Christian theology and the contemporary 
society. 

3. Assess the applicability of theological-theoretical achievements of ecumenical and 
interreligious dialogue to the specific ecumenical and interreligious practice, and to the 
practice of religious communities. 

4. Professionally and popularly present the religious doctrines and practices of various Christian 
confessions and denominations. 

5. Present models of constructive action in the fields of ecumenical, interreligious, and 
intercultural dialogue. 

 

1.4. Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 



1. identify the principal authors of Eastern Orthodox theology, their theological views, and their 
arguments; 

2. identify the continuities and discontinuities in the development of Eastern Orthodox theologi-
cal thought; 

3. analyze the key aspects of Eastern Orthodox theology, compared to those same aspects in 
theologies of other Christian denominations (primarily Catholic and Protestant); 

4. evaluate the key points of controversy between Eastern Orthodox theology and other theo-
logical discourses (primarily Catholic and Protestant) within the context of contemporary ecu-
menical dialogue; 

5. integrate with Eastern Orthodox theology the knowledge gained through other courses in the 
fields of systematic theology, historical theology, and philosophy. 
 

1.5. Course Content:  
 

1. Introductory lecture – introduction to the objectives and grading structure of the course; 
overview of basic concepts of Eastern Orthodox theology 

2. Overview of the key historical events in the development of Eastern Orthodox theological 
thought and spirituality, and an analysis of the segments of Christian tradition crucial to the 
creation of Orthodox dogmas and tradition 

3. Overview of the concept and structure of the Eastern Orthodox Church, and a constructive-
critical review of its contextualization 

4. Overview of particular ecclesial-theological aspects of Eastern Orthodoxy (sacraments, 
relationship between Scripture and tradition, soteriology, evil and suffering, apophatic 
theology…) 

5. Theoretical elaboration and practical demonstration of the act of worship as the essence of 
ecclesial existence 

6. Field teaching: visit to the Cathedral of the Transfiguration of the Lord in Zagreb, where the 
Eastern Orthodox bishop, priest, or deacon will give students and insight into the liturgical 
space of the Cathedral and its sacral particularities, as well as a demonstration of the very act 
of worship 

7. Review of the social and ecumenical challenges of Eastern Orthodoxy in the 21st century 
8. Course review and final discussion 

 

1.6. Modes of Teaching 

x   lectures 

☐    

seminaries 
and 
workshops  

☐    exercises 

x    remote 

learning 

x    field 

teaching 

☐ homework 

assignments  

☐    multimedia and 

internet 

☐    laboratory work 

☐    mentored work 

☐  other 

_________________
__ 

1.7. Comments  

1.8. Course Requirements 
 

Active participation in discussions during class, regular reading assignments. 
 



1.9. Course Assessment1 

Class 
attenda
nce 

    

Active 
participati
on in 
class 

0,5    
Term 
paper 

    
Experimental 
work 

    

Written 
exam 

1,5  
Oral 
exam 

 Essay     Research     

Project     Quizzes     
Written 
report 

    
Practical 
work 

 

Portfolio                    

1.10. Grading structure during lectures and on the final exam 

 
1. Students' engagement in the theoretical and practical aspects of the course 
2. Oral or written exam 

 

1.11.  Mandatory Resources 
 

1) T. WARE, Pravoslavna Crkva, Prosvjeta, Zagreb, 2005 (select chapters). 
2) J. ZIZIOULAS, Pravoslavlje, Bogoslovski fakultet SPC, Beograd, 2003 (select chapters). 
3) A. PACINI, Pravoslavne crkve, KSC, Zagreb, 2005 (select chapters). 

 

1.12.  Additional Resources 
 

1) Z. PENO, Katihizis. Osnovne pravoslavne vjere, Ostrog, Manastir Ostrog, 2005. 
2) E. BENZ, Duh i život istočne Crkve, Zagreb, KS, 2003. 

 

1.13.  Number of copies of mandatory resources relative to the number of students currently enrolled 

Title 
Number of 

copies 
Number of students 

Resources are available to students in 
electronic form. 

  

1.14. Modes of quality control that ensure acquisition of knowledge, skills and competences 

 
Discussions with students during class, and final exam. 

 

 

                                                      
1 IMPORTANT: Along with every mode of Course Assessment an adequate number of ECTS credits needs to be given, so that the total number of ECTS 

credits matches the number for the course. Empty fields can be used for additional activities. 


